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AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 026048 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: FRG FONMIN MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BONGO, OAU 
CHAIRMAN 

1 . FRG EMBOFF JANUARY 30 PROVIDED DEPT. WITH RUNDOWN OF 
JANUARY 23 BONN MEETING BETWEEN FONMIN GENSCHER AND PRESI- 
DENT BONGO OF GABON, CURRENT OAU CHAIRMAN. EMBOFF SAID 
REPORT OF MEETING CONTAINED NO COMMENT BUT IT EVIDENT BONGO 
NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT MEDIATION PROSPECTS AND UNSURE WHAT 
TO DO NEXT. 

2. GENSCHER REPORTEDLY STRESSED THAT FRG HAD NOT AND WOULD 
NOT PROVIDE ARMS TO SOMALIA, AND WOULD NOT CHANGE POLICIES 
OF REFRAINING FROM SUPPLYING ARMS TO AREAS OF TENSION. 

RECENTLY SIGNED DM 25 MILLION LOAN TO SOMALIA WAS FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 026048 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ONLY, A FACT RECOGNIZED BY SOMALIA. 

FRG BELIEVES OAU WILL HAVE TO RESOLVE OGADEN PROBLEM AND 
IS WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH AND CONTRIBUTE TO OAU'S 
MEDIATION EFFORT. GENSCHER TOLD BONGO THAT IN HIS VIEW 
ETHIOPIAN DEMAND FOR WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI TROOPS WOULD HAVE 
TO INCLUDE SOME KIND OF AUTONOMY FOR THE OGADENI SOMALIS 
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AND PROVIDE GUARANTEES FOR OGADENIS, PERHAPS BACKED UP BY 
A SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION OR UN OBSERVER. 

3. PRESIDENT BONGO SAID HE WELCOMED FRG ATTITUDE AND 
OUTLINED OAU EFFORTS TO MEDIATE CONFLICT. OAU SECRETARY 
GENERAL ETEKI HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH PROVIDING A REPORT 
ON MEDIATION EFFORTS, WHICH BONGO IS AWAITING. IF 
NIGERIAN FONMIN GARB A. OAU MEDIATION COMMISSION CHAIRMAN. 
DOES NOT GO TO ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA IN PURSUIT OF 
MEDIATED SETTLEMENT AS PLANNED, BONGO WOULD EITHER SEND 
HIS FONMIN TO BOTH CAPITALS OR GO HIMSELF. BONGO SAID 
THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO HE HAD CONSIDERED TAKING OGADEN 
CONFLICT TO UN BUT THAT SOMALIS HAD OBJECTED. RECENTLY 
SOMALI MINISTER OF ECONOMY HAD ASKED FOR BONGO S 
ASSISTANCE IN MEDIATING THE PROBLEM, BUT NEITHER ETHIOPIA 
NOR SOMALIA WAS WILLING TO INDICATE WHAT WOULD BE AN 
ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. WITH REGARD TO A FORM OF AUTONOMY 
FOR THE OGADEN, BONGO SAID HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS NO 
LONGER POSSIBLE TO SPEAK OF AUTONOMY AS THE OGADENI 
PEOPLE WANTED INDEPENDENCE. VANCE 
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